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What are Lice?

Head lice, or pediculosis capitis, are a common name for wingless
parasites that commonly infest school-age children. The adult louse lives
an average of 1 month with a human host, but only 48 hours away from

a human host. Females lay their eggs at night at the junction of a hair
shaft and close to the skin because the eggs, or nits, need a warm environment.

The nits hatch in about 7-10 days. Usually, the only symptom is itching. Common areas involved
are the top of the head, behind the ears, and the nape of the neck. They do not jump or fly, but
can be transported through personal items such as hair brushes, hats, scarves, and coats.

Lice are not transmitted by pets.
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